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grounds, including the front garden which has 
been recognized as a Certified Wildlife Habitat 
by the National Wildlife Federation. The 
Church also is a member in good standing of 
the Unitarian Universalist Association [UUA], 
the international umbrella group of UU con-
gregations and has been certified as a Wel-
coming Congregation by UUA. 

Madam Speaker, the members of the Shaw-
nee Mission Unitarian Universalist Church are 
celebrating the past and present successes of 
their church community and are planning for 
the future of their church community. I am 
pleased to join with, Johnson County, the City 
of Overland Park and with men and women of 
goodwill throughout the Kansas City metropoli-
tan area in recognizing and congratulating the 
Shawnee Mission Unitarian Universalist 
Church upon its 40th anniversary as a vibrant 
member of the metropolitan area’s interfaith 
communities. 
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IN MEMORY OF DR. GURCHARAN 
SINGH, HUMANITARIAN AND 
FREEDOM ACTIVIST 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I was dis-
tressed to learn that Dr. Gurcharan Singh, a 
Sikh scholar from Long lsland, was killed 
March 31 in a hit-and-run traffic accident. Pro-
fessor Singh was on his way to the Gurdwara 
(the Sikh place of worship) at the time. The 
driver has not yet been found. 

Professor Singh was a professor at 
Marymount Manhattan College and a leader In 
the Sikh community in New York. He was a 
father and grandfather. According to WNBC– 
TV, he was ‘‘a counselor to New York’s Sikh 
community and a philanthropist devoted to 
bringing people of different faiths and nation-
alities together.’’ He was also an activist in 
support of Sikh freedom, serving as an advisor 
to the Council of Khalistan, which leads the ef-
fort to free the Sikh homeland, Khalistan, from 
Indian occupation. In that capacity, he would 
accompany the Council’s President, Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, when he would go to the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission. 

Prior to teaching at Marymount, Dr. Singh 
had been a professor at Columbia University. 
He taught political science and international 
studies. 

The Council of Khalistan issued a press re-
lease about Dr. Singh’s passing. It was also 
reported on WNBC Channel 4 in New York, 
on Yahoo News, on several Sikh and South 
Asian news outlets, and around the Internet. 

On behalf of all my colleagues, I wish to ex-
tend the sympathies of the U.S. Congress to 
Dr. Singh’s family, friends, and students. I’m 
sure that everyone joins me in this. I know 
that he will leave a void that will be very dif-
ficult to fill. 

Madam Speaker, the best tribute we could 
pay to Dr. Singh is to continue his work, as 
Dr. Aulakh points out. This Congress can help 
by stopping aid to India and trade with that 
country until all people there enjoy human 
rights and by going on record in support of 
self-determination for Dr. Singh’s Sikh Nation 
and for the Nagas, Kashmiris, and all the peo-
ple seeking freedom in India. Self-determina-
tion is the essence of democracy. 

PLAINVIEW SCHOLAR, LEADER MOURNED 
AFTER HIT-AND-RUN DEATH 

GURCHARAN SINGH, 77, TAUGHT AT COLUMBIA, 
MARYMOUNT MANHATTAN COLLEGE 

PLAINVIEW, N.Y.—A family and a commu-
nity were mourning Saturday night the 
death of beloved professor and role model 
killed by a hit-and-run driver on Long Is-
land, NewsChannel 4’s Aimee Nuzzo reported. 

Gurcharan Singh, 77, a scholar and a pro-
fessor, was also a counselor to New York’s 
Sikh community and a philanthropist de-
voted to bringing people of different faiths 
and nationalities together, according to fam-
ily and friends. 

‘‘He is the gem of our community,’’ said 
friend Paul Kandhari. ‘‘If there was a family 
problem, he’ll be there. If the father and son 
have a problem, he’ll be there.’’ 

The Plainview father of three and grand-
father was struck and killed by a hit-and-run 
driver while walking from his home to 
church Friday night. 

Dr. Singh was crossing Old Country Road 
in Plainview just after 8 p.m. headed for the 
Sikh temple, when a red or maroon car trav-
eling westbound ran a red light, struck him 
and kept going, police told Nuzzo. 

Singh was airlifted to Nassau University 
Medical Center with multiple fractures and 
head trauma, but he did not survive. 

‘‘My father was a very selfless man who 
served his community and society with all 
his heart, and we’d really love any assistance 
in finding the individual who did this,’’ said 
Surinder Singh, the victim’s son. 

Anyone with information about the mishap 
was asked to call Nassau County Crime Stop-
pers at 1–800–244–TIPS. 

Once a professor at Columbia University, 
Singh taught political science and inter-
national studies at Marymount Manhattan 
College for more than three decades and con-
tinued to teach part-time, Nuzzo said. 

A statement from Marymount Manhattan 
College said the ‘‘community is deeply sad-
dened by the news of Professor Singh’s 
death. He served as a devoted teacher at the 
college for many years, and his loss will be 
felt by all of our faculty, staff, students and 
alumni. Our thoughts are with his family 
during this difficult time.’’ Dr. Singh’s 
friends said they have no doubt the selfless 
humanitarian would have forgiven the hit- 
and-run driver who took his life. They said 
they hoped that would help whoever is re-
sponsible to come forward. 

[Council of Khalistan Press Release] 

DR. GURCHARAN SINGH, ADVISOR TO COUNCIL 
OF KHALISTAN, KILLED IN HIT-AND-RUN 
TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 

LEADING SIKH SCHOLAR, TEACHER, 
HUMANITARIAN 

WASHINGTON, DC, Apr. 4, 2007—Dr. Gurmit 
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of 
Khalistan, today expressed ‘‘deepest sym-
pathies’’ to the family and friends of Pro-
fessor Gurcharan Singh, a leading Sikh 
scholar and a teacher at Marymount Man-
hattan College. Professor Gurcharan Singh 
was killed by a hit-and-run driver about 8:00 
p.m. on the evening of March 31 as he was 
heading to the Gurdwara. 

‘‘Professor Gurcharan Singh leaves a vacu-
um that will be hard to fill, not only within 
the Sikh community and Nassau County, but 
for his family, friends, students, and the 
many whose lives he touched,’’ said Dr. 
Aulakh, ‘‘He will be greatly missed. I am 
proud that he was my friend.’’ 

‘‘Only God gives life and takes life. As 
human beings, we are helpless. ‘Ghale Aawe 
Nanka Sadhe Uthin Jai.’ We can only mourn 
his loss but the best tribute to Dr. 
Gurcharan Singh will be to continue his mis-

sion which he worked for, that is serving hu-
manity and working hard to liberate 
Khalistan from Indian occupation. Only in a 
free Khalistan will the Sikh religion flourish 
and the Sikh Nation prosper.’’ 

Professor Gurcharan Singh was well known 
as a humanitarian on Long Island. ‘‘My fa-
ther was a very selfless man who served his 
community and society with all his heart,’’ 
said his son Surinder Singh, He served as a 
counselor to the New York Sikh community 
and was a philanthropist. 

Professor Gurcharan Singh was also a 
strong supporter of Khalistan, the inde-
pendent Sikh homeland that declared its 
independence from India on October 7, 1987. 
In that effort, he served as an advisor to the 
President of the Council of Khalistan, which 
leads the peaceful, democratic, nonviolent 
effort to liberate Khalistan. He accompanied 
Dr. Aulakh whenever he went to talk to the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission. 

His death was reported on WNBC–TV New 
York and on its website; on Indo-Asian News 
Service; on Sikh media outlets; on a variety 
of websites; and on other media outlets. 

‘‘Professor Gurcharan Singh’s passing is a 
loss to the Sikh Nation, to the people of 
Long Island and America, to his family and 
friends, and to friends of freedom,’’ said Dr. 
Aulakh. ‘‘May God bless this departed soul.’’ 
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITIES 
FOR RESEARCH IN ASTRONOMY 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, this 
month marks the fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of the Association of Universities for 
Research in Astronomy AURA. In 1957, seven 
universities banded together to form a new 
type of consortium that would establish a na-
tional astronomical observatory available to all 
astronomers on a merit basis. This new con-
sortium, AURA, sought access to the clearest 
skies and best observing sites available. They 
established their headquarters in Tucson, AZ, 
and over the ensuing years built the Kitt Peak 
National Observatory and a sister observatory 
in Chile known as the Cerro Tololo Inter-Amer-
ican Observatory. 

The establishment of AURA took place in an 
environment in which the National Science 
Foundation was only 5 years old and the es-
tablishment of a space agency was still to 
come. AURA saw the need for the astronom-
ical community to organize itself, to work to-
ward common goals, and to create scientific 
opportunities for all. AURA and other public 
observatories helped advance the field of U.S. 
astronomy. 

From these beginnings, AURA has ex-
tended our view of the universe and ourselves 
with its visionary planning for what is now the 
Hubble Space Telescope, which AURA oper-
ates from its Space Telescope Science Insti-
tute in Baltimore. It also paved the way for the 
giant ground based telescopes known as the 
International Gemini Observatory, in Hawaii 
and Chile. 

AURA has helped astronomy move to a 
central position in national and international 
scientific research with increasingly strong ties 
to many other areas of the physical sciences 
and the fundamental questions that they ad-
dress. 
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For example, on the largest scales in the 

field of cosmology, astrophysics and particle 
physics increasingly view the universe as the 
ultimate ‘‘high-energy laboratory’’, which may 
be the only way to address questions about 
the fundamental nature of matter and space 
itself. Observations made at AURA observ-
atories both on the ground and in space have 
revealed the existence of both dark matter and 
dark energy. At the other extreme of scale, 
astrobiology is synthesizing research in as-
tronomy, biology, and chemistry and is emerg-
ing as a field in itself. Again, observations at 
AURA’s observatories are beginning a quest 
to search for the presence of life and ulti-
mately understand its origins both within our 
solar system and in our galaxy. 

Looking to the near future and the advent of 
the James Webb Space Telescope and a 
Giant Segmented Mirror Telescope, we hope 
to see the light from the first stars in the Uni-
verse, to catch galaxies as they are first as-
sembling, investigate the nature of dark matter 
and dark energy, understand how black holes 
are formed, and take a census of extrasolar 
planets with masses extending from that of Ju-
piter down to masses comparable to that of 
the Earth. With the Advanced Technology 
Solar Telescope, we hope to observe the Sun 
at the smallest scales possible and under-
stand the fundamental workings of our closest 
star. These questions are not just at the fore-
front of astronomical research, but are ones 
that have captured the public’s interest and 
imagination. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues 
to join me in commending AURA for its ac-
complishments over the past fifty years. From 
a humble idea born in Tucson, AZ, to the 
outer reaches of the universe, AURA has 
made a major contribution to U.S. science and 
to our cultural heritage. 
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HONORING THE MOST REVEREND 
JOHN MICHAEL D’ARCY, BISHOP 
OF THE DIOCESE OF FORT 
WAYNE-SOUTH BEND 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my congratulations to the 
Most Reverend John Michael D’Arcy, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, 

who is celebrating the 50th anniversary of his 
ordination to the Priesthood. In the past 50 
years countless individuals, both Catholic and 
not, have experienced the wisdom and love of 
Bishop D’Arcy and each of them can be grate-
ful for having known him. 

Bishop D’Arcy, the son of Irish immigrants, 
was born on August 18, 1932. He recalls feel-
ing called to the priesthood at a very young 
age, hoping to follow in the footsteps of his 
childhood priests. Immediately following high 
school he entered Saint John’s Seminary in 
Brighton, Massachusetts. For the next 8 years 
Bishop D’Arcy developed his spiritual knowl-
edge and prepared to serve his community. 

After Seminary, Bishop D’Arcy studied in 
Rome at the Angelicum where he received his 
doctorate in spiritual theology in 1968. He re-
turned to St. John’s Seminary where he 
served as spiritual director and professor until 
1985, guiding many young men in their jour-
ney to the priesthood. As a result of his years 
of faith and service, John D’Arcy was ordained 
auxiliary bishop in his native Boston in 1975. 

Bishop D’Arcy was appointed the eighth 
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend on the 26th 
of February, 1985. During his tenure, he has 
focused extensively on enlarging the Catholic 
community in faith and numbers. His focus on 
education has led to the expansion of Catholic 
education across the diocese. With the cre-
ation of the South Bend Chancery and other 
church offices Bishop D’Arcy gave many more 
people access to Catholic services. 

So, today I rise to pay tribute to Bishop 
John D’Arcy for his years of dedication to the 
people of Indiana. His 50 years of selfless 
service will always be remembered by those 
whose lives are better because of his kind-
ness and compassion. May God grant Bishop 
D’Arcy many more years of strength and cour-
age. His service to the people of Indiana has 
truly been a blessing. 
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1868, THE 
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AND 
MANUFACTURING STIMULATION 
ACT OF 2007 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
as an original co-sponsor of the Technology 
Innovation and Manufacturing Stimulation Act 

of 2007. I join my colleagues from the Science 
and Technology Committee, Mr. WU, Mr. GOR-
DON, Mr. HALL and Mr. EHLERS, in introducing 
this important bill that will ensure our Nation’s 
technological competitiveness for decades to 
come. 

The President’s American Competitiveness 
Initiative (ACI) provides a foundation to keep 
our country competitive in the ever-expanding 
global marketplace. The Technology Innova-
tion and Manufacturing Stimulation Act plays 
an important role in fulfilling this initiative by 
reauthorizing the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, or NIST. NIST labs 
serve almost every Federal agency and U.S. 
industry by providing reliable and dependable 
standards, measurements, and certification 
services. 

As Congress looks to the future of the tech-
nology industry in this country, NIST research 
will prove to be indispensable in the matura-
tion of cutting-edge basic research in becom-
ing successful commercial products. Emerging 
fields such as nanotechnology and bio-
engineering are dependent on scientifically- 
based industrial measurements and standards 
to see that advanced laboratory research can 
make that leap into practical industrial applica-
tions. I recently visited some of NIST’s labora-
tories and was amazed by the fascinating and 
vital work its scientists perform. 

H.R. 1868 includes 3-year authorization lev-
els for NIST’s laboratories which are con-
sistent with the ACI’s goal to double the na-
tion’s investment in physical science research 
by 2017. The Technology Innovation and Man-
ufacturing Stimulation Act also authorizes the 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership program- 
a cost-sharing program that provides technical 
and business assistance to small and me-
dium-sized manufacturers. This assistance 
has a proven track record in the manufac-
turing industry to help companies remain com-
petitive in the global marketplace by improving 
productivity and efficiency. In addition, this leg-
islation authorizes the Technology Innovation 
Program that provides grants that encourage 
the development of high-risk, innovative tech-
nologies that will provide widespread eco-
nomic benefits to companies across the 
United States. 

I thank Chairman WU for incorporating our 
priorities for NIST into this comprehensive au-
thorization bill and I look forward to working 
with my Science Committee colleagues to en-
sure quick action on this important bill. 
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